
 

 
 

 
Chemistry Department 

 
Chemistry is one of the strongest departments within an extremely successful school. 
Results are outstanding throughout all Key Stages and A Level Chemistry is amongst the 
most popular choices in the Sixth Form– there are currently eight groups. 
 
The Department offers the AQA Chemistry course at A Level with terminal assessment at 
the end of Year 13. Practical assessment forms part of all three written papers and the 
required practical activities are completed as part of the normal teaching programme. Last 
year 87% of students achieved A*-B grades. 
 
GCSE Sciences are taught to all Key Stage 4 students with separate GCSEs in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. The department prepares students for the AQA Chemistry GCSE 
examination which is delivered over three years, starting in Year 9. There is a history of 
high achievement at GCSE in all three Sciences. Last year 85% of boys achieved grades 7 
to 9 in GCSE Chemistry and 44% of boys achieved a grade 9. 
 
Key Stage 3 Science is delivered as a coordinated Science course to Years 7 & 8 and all 
teachers in the Faculty take a part in its delivery. 
 
The Chemistry Department is housed in the Denis Dyson Building. This excellent, purpose-
built facility was opened in 2008. On the ground floor there are two spacious and well-
equipped teaching laboratories and two prep rooms all equipped with fume cupboards. 
Each laboratory has data projectors and PCs for use in lessons. Two further labs have 
recently been added to the top floor of the Dyson Building, one smaller lab for Sixth Form 
use and a full sized lab for use by all year groups. These two labs are mainly used for 
Chemistry teaching. 
 
There are currently three full-time Chemistry teachers, including the Head of Department, 
with other Science teachers also teaching within the Chemistry Department.  
 
The rest of the Science Faculty is housed on the first floor of the Dyson building (Biology), 
and in the adjoining Fitzmaurice Building (Physics). There are four further excellent 
laboratories, two each for Biology and Physics, two further prep rooms and a Science staff 
work room. 
 
The person appointed must possess the talent, skills, enthusiasm and imagination to lead 
and improve an already successful department still further. In return, he or she can look 
forward to being welcomed into a friendly and supportive environment which will offer many 
opportunities and rewards. They will, of course, be an excellent classroom teacher who is 
able to inspire our students to understand and enjoy Chemistry and Science. 


